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this, since he represents in its most exquisite and refined form the culture of his age. He was content to do best what others were also doing, and to gain the admiration of his countrymen by excellence in forms of composition with which they were well acquainted.
As I have not space for a full biography of Hariri, I shall not dwell on those political troubles which unsettled the tenor of his life. He was already of middle age when the Crusaders marched through Asia Minor into Syria. Basra had suffered like the whole East from the convulsions of the Moslem world, but it was at least spared an incursion of the Christian Franks. Yet it is to the campaign of Baldwin in Syria that the composition of the Assemblies is possibly due. The hero of them is represented as an inhabitant of Seruj, a place in the neighbourhood of Edessa, and as having been driven into exile by the infidels who had destroyed the city and killed or despoiled all the Unifiers of God. But before I relate the anecdotes, which have been handed down concerning the origin of our author's great work, it will be well to describe what the Makamah or Assembly really is, and how such a form of composition took its place in literature.
The first person who composed an Assembly is allowed to have been Abu '1 Fadl Ahmad ibn al Hasan al Hama-dani, commonly known as BacIT az Zeinan; or "The Wonder of the Time." A short sketch of his life is given in a note to Hariri's preface. It is only necessary to state here that he was one of those literary prodigies whom it was the fashigjat-of IStrage and people to admire. Tho^Araba^                     to appreciate the fresh and pure
spirit of true poetry.    The simple grandeur of the poets